
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E161 February 24, 2021 

IN RECOGNITION OF MIGUEL 
PEREZ 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate Miguel Perez upon 
his appointment to serve as manager of the 
Altoona Curve for 2021’s minor league sea-
son, which will be Mr. Perez’s 14th season in 
the Pittsburgh Pirates’ system. 

Mr. Perez will be the first former Altoona 
Curve player to serve as the team’s manager. 
Prior to his appointment as manager of the Al-
toona Curve, he served as a manager for the 
West Virginia Power, the Greensboro Grass-
hoppers, and the Bristol Pirates. 

Mr. Perez began his career as a baseball 
player in 2000 with the Cincinnati Reds, and 
made his major league debut with the Reds in 
2005. He played for the Altoona Curve in 
2008, 2009, 2012, and 2013. During his ten-
ure with the Altoona Curve, he appeared in 92 
games and hit .271 with 36 RBIs. 

It is my honor to congratulate Mr. Perez on 
his appointment as manager of the Altoona 
Curve and welcome him back to Altoona. As 
the 2021 season begins, I wish Mr. Perez and 
the Altoona Curve team a safe, healthy, and 
successful season ahead. 

f 

EQUALITY ACT 

HON. SUSAN WILD 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, if the Equality 
Act is signed into law, millions of our fellow 
Americans will, for the first time, no longer be 
subject to discrimination based on their sexual 
orientation or gender identity. Barriers across 
our society—in essential areas like housing, 
employment, credit, and education—will finally 
come down. 

In reflecting on this legislation, I can’t help 
thinking about my uncle Wes, who grew up 
during the Depression. As a young man, he 
was never able to come out to his family be-
cause he didn’t think they’d accept him for it. 
Later in life, he did come out—living as a 
proud, gay man in Alabama. He passed away 
last year, and when I cast my vote for this leg-
islation, I’ll be thinking of him. 

I’ll also be thinking of the many messages 
I’ve gotten since I was first sworn in from 
young LGBTQ people in my community. 
They’ve shared their stories with me, and I’ve 
been inspired by their courage. I want them to 
know that this country belongs every bit as 
much to them—and that they have the right to 
a life of dignity and respect. That is what’s at 
stake in this vote. 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF BISHOP CHARLES E. 
DAVIS 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate and celebrate the life of an ex-
traordinary and influential figure from Chi-
cago’s South Side, Bishop Charles Edward 
Davis. A native of Leland, Mississippi, Bishop 
Davis’s life was guided by service to his coun-
try, his community, and his faith. After grad-
uating high school in 1940, Bishop Davis relo-
cated to Chicago’s Bronzeville neighborhood, 
at the beginning of the Second Great Migra-
tion and the year before the United States en-
tered World War II. Heeding the call to serve 
his country after the outbreak of war, Bishop 
Davis joined the U.S. Army at the age of 19, 
serving as a sergeant. In the Army, Bishop 
Davis would complete tours of duty in Ger-
many, France, and Holland. 

After the war, Bishop Davis would enter the 
upholstery business with his dear friend Broth-
er James McDonald, a step which would lead 
him towards his lifetime of faith and good 
works. Brother McDonald’s mother-in-law, Sis-
ter Anastasia Anderson, introduced him to the 
Indiana Avenue Pentecostal Church of God 
(IPC), and he became a member of the 
church in 1954 when it was under the pas-
torate of Elder Charles Ellis. 

Recognizing the deep faith, commitment, 
and talent of Bishop Davis, Elder Ellis’s suc-
cessor, Elder Odee Akines, encouraged the 
further development of his faith and leader-
ship. With Elder Akines at the helm of IPC, 
Bishop Davis served as the church’s Sunday 
School superintendent, Young People’s Lead-
er, and President of the senior choir. By his 
side throughout his energetic leadership of the 
church was Dr. Geraldine Olivia Davis, his 
dear wife of 43 years until her passing in 
1998. Bishop Davis was also a devoted father 
to a son, Larney Bush, Jr., and a daughter, 
Yolanda Davis. 

After Elder Akines passed away in 1970, 
Bishop Davis was elected pastor of IPC. Him-
self a Doctor of Divinity and Master of The-
ology, Bishop Davis made this a central focus 
during his leadership of IPC, establishing 
scholarships and programs for young people 
seeking to further their educations in both the 
secular and Christian traditions. In 1986, 
Bishop Davis was elevated to the Bishopric by 
the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, 
serving as a Diocesan Bishop in New York 
State, Washington State, and Wyoming, even-
tually accepting a role as Diocesan of the 6th 
Episcopal District of the Pentecostal Assem-
blies of the World, their Illinois District Council, 
in 2008. 

Bishop Davis would come to be widely rec-
ognized as one of the Pentecostal Assemblies 
of the World’s most exemplary leaders, ad-
mired both in Chicago and nationally for his 

character and conviction. This caused him to 
become fondly known as ‘‘Chief.’’ Bishop 
Davis was a mentor to many young people 
who came to his churches seeking salvation, 
and always conducted robust community out-
reach efforts, making sure that his good works 
did not only benefit IPC, but the entire neigh-
borhood and city. Bishop Davis’s work was 
recognized by the City of Chicago in 1992, 
when the 3500–3600 block of South Indiana 
Avenue was named in his honor. 

In 2004, Bishop Davis became united in 
marriage with Dr. Jessie Davis, and they were 
inseparable from one another, always working 
together for the spiritual benefit of their com-
munity. They would remain by each other’s 
sides until Dr. Davis’s death in April of 2020. 

Madam Speaker, on February 9th, Bishop 
Davis was called to heaven after a lifetime of 
good works. My deepest prayers and sym-
pathies go out to Bishop Davis’s family, 
friends, and the IPC community on the pass-
ing of this supremely devoted and talented 
leader, who gave so much in service to his 
faith, community, and country. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RAFAEL A. 
MELGAR 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate Master Sergeant 
Rafael A. Melgar of Altoona, Pennsylvania on 
his retirement after 20 years of service in the 
United States Air Force. 

Sergeant Melgar enlisted in the Air Force in 
2000. His service has included six years of ac-
tive duty with the 74th Fighter Squadron, the 
23rd Fighter Wing, at Pope Air Force Base, 
North Carolina as an A–10, F–15, and U–2 
Avionics Systems Journeyman. He also has 
served with the 152nd Medical Squadron at 
the Reno-Tahoe International Airport as a Bio-
medical Equipment Repair Technician. Cur-
rently, he is a Biomedical Equipment Support 
Specialist at the James E. Van Zandt VA Med-
ical Center in Altoona, Pennsylvania. 

Sergeant Melgar deployed in support of Op-
eration: Southern Watch, Operation: Enduring 
Freedom, and Operation: Iraqi Freedom. Dur-
ing his service, he earned the Air Force 
Achievement Medal with an Oak Leaf Cluster. 

Sergeant Melgar is an outstanding American 
and Pennsylvanian. It is my honor to recog-
nize his distinguished service to our nation 
and to our community. On behalf of Penn-
sylvania’s 13th Congressional District, I con-
gratulate Sergeant Melgar on his retirement 
and wish him the best as he and his family 
embark on a new chapter. 
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HONORING DR. HEIDI SHRECK 

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Heidi Shreck, a pediatrician who 
serves as Chief Medical Officer for Primary 
Health Care, a community health center local 
in central Iowa. Dr. Shreck is a dedicated, 
trusted physician who works each day to sup-
port the health of our communities, and it is 
my distinct honor to name her Iowan of the 
Week. 

Dr. Shreck leads with care and compassion, 
and she is committed to achieving excellence. 
If you were to ask any of her patients—or the 
parents of some of her littler patients—they 
would without doubt echo that her kindness, 
devotion, and concern for their health and 
wellbeing is at the core of everything she 
does. 

PHC offers high-quality, affordable care to 
underserved and vulnerable populations in 
Des Moines, Ames, and Marshalltown. As 
Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Shreck helps ensure 
these patients receive comprehensive health 
services, including medical and dental care, 
behavioral health care, homeless support, and 
pharmacy services. In 2019, PHC provided 
care for more than 38,000 Iowans. 

Dr. Shreck has been instrumental in ad-
vancing the care-driven mission of community 
health centers in Iowa. When we began to see 
cases of COVID–19 in our state, Dr. Shreck 
led PHC’ s early response efforts and coordi-
nated with other healthcare organizations to 
establish a community-wide strategy. She has 
continued to lead our medical, dental, and be-
havioral health staff through the challenging 
circumstances of the past nine months. 

PHC’s staff—including Dr. Shreck—has 
gone above and beyond to make sure patients 
and clients received continuing health care 
from the onset of this pandemic. Their accom-
plishments are truly too many to list, so I’d like 
to highlight a few. 

With Dr. Shreck’s leadership, PHC medical 
staff rapidly adapted to providing care in new 
ways. For example, behavioral health pro-
viders worked alongside primary care teams to 
set up telehealth systems to meet increasing 
demand for mental health care among kids 
and adults during this pandemic. In the early 
days of the pandemic when most dental of-
fices had to shutter, dedicated dental teams 
juggled work adjustments, staffing challenges, 
and new requirements for PPE in order to pro-
vide emergency care—which kept patients 
healthy while ensuring emergency room space 
remained available to treat those with COVID– 
19. 

I cannot thank Dr. Shreck enough for her 
hard work and resolve in the face of this threat 
to the health of communities across Iowa. De-
spite the long hours, stress, and concern for 
their own families, friends, and neighbors, Dr. 
Shreck and her team keep showing up to pro-
vide exceptional care. They do so with com-
passion, dignity, and respect; their resolve is 
deeply humbling. 

It is Iowans like Dr. Shreck who embody 
Iowans commitment to community and serv-
ice. I thank her once again for her achieve-
ments, and it is my distinct honor to name her 
this week’s Iowan of the Week. 

RECOGNIZING PHIL MATIER 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. SWALWELL. Madam Speaker, along 
with Speaker of the House NANCY PELOSI and 
Representatives MARK DESAULNIER, ANNA G. 
ESHOO, JARED HUFFMAN, RO KHANNA, BAR-
BARA LEE, ZOE LOFGREN, JERRY MCNERNEY, 
JACKIE SPEIER, and MIKE THOMPSON, I rise to 
recognize California journalist Phil Matier on 
the occasion of his retirement from the San 
Francisco Chronicle. 

Phil for decades has enlightened and enter-
tained Bay Area readers with his well-sourced, 
trenchant columns. He has helped to clearly 
explain our region’s ups and downs to genera-
tions of residents, often shining light on details 
that politicians and the well-connected would 
have preferred to keep hidden. 

Phil, a graduate of the University of Arizona, 
worked at the Tucson (AZ) Citizen before join-
ing the San Francisco Examiner in the 1980s 
to report on city hall, where he met and soon 
partnered with Andy Ross. A Matier & Ross 
column became a fixture first at the Examiner 
and then at the Chronicle, even as Phil also 
expanded his media footprint into work with 
Bay Area television and radio stations. 

Through his columns as well as his broad-
cast presence, Phil has explained the fine de-
tails of pressing issues, probed policymakers’ 
personalities and character, and pushed for 
accountability and transparency in govern-
ment. 

His uncanny ability to elicit information from 
political figures, whether or not they wish to 
share it, is legendary. And his own person-
ality—insightful, sometimes pugnacious, often 
expressed at high volume, but always fair— 
has shone through all of his work. 

We thank Phil for sharing his talents with 
generations of newspaper readers, and we are 
glad we will continue to see and hear his 
broadcasts. 

f 

APPRECIATING RUSH LIMBAUGH 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, America has lost a treasured Icon of 
Truth with the death of Rush Limbaugh. My 
wife Roxanne and our family and community 
extend our most sincere sympathy to his wife 
Kathryn and the Limbaugh Family. He was 
America’s Number One broadcaster with tens 
of millions of listeners in every community in 
America. 

Rush Limbaugh was the Ronald Reagan of 
broadcasting proving conservatism is positive, 
friendly, faith-based, and even funny as he 
itemized the Greatness of America never 
apologizing for Exceptionalism. 

Also, like President Reagan he achieved 
and promoted the American Dream that all 
can succeed with hard work. It was 
Reaganesque that he created thousands of 
jobs saving the AM Radio band enabling local 
hosts to penetrate daily newspapers’ mostly 
fake news. Local hosts are highlighted by tal-

ented truth tellers—Keven Cohen, Gary David, 
Carl Gooding, Paul Kirby, Kelly Nash, Jona-
than Rush, and Christopher Thompson. This is 
also a platform for affordable advertising by 
local businesses to create jobs. 

His logical, common sense explanation of 
American political issues was vital for conserv-
ative success. 

In 1994 he worked with speaker-to-be Newt 
Gingrich to achieve the first Republican House 
majority in my lifetime—leading to a Congres-
sional vote to establish the American Embassy 
in Jerusalem. 

In 2010 he encouraged the grassroots to 
become active with the spontaneous Tea 
Party movement gaining an incredible 63 
House seats. 

In 2016 he recognized outsider Donald 
Trump to unexpectedly be elected President to 
successfully create jobs with record employ-
ment for African Americans, Hispanics, Asian 
Americans, women, and youth. 

In 2020 in my home state of South Carolina 
he inspired young conservatives for additional 
State Senate, State House, and a Congres-
sional seat achieving the largest Republican 
majorities in 140 years. This follows Nikki 
Haley being elected the first female governor 
in 340 years and second Indian American in 
history with Senator TIM SCOTT being the 
South’s first African American U.S. Senator. 

Columbia’s Morning News host Gary David 
is correct that there has been no one who has 
impacted our political culture more than Rush 
Limbaugh without serving in public office. 

I saw firsthand the good-natured friendliness 
of Rush Limbaugh in 1990 when I served as 
his driver during his visit to Columbia for an 
address to the South Carolina Policy Council. 
He was not offended being crammed into our 
van with our four sons age 3 to 17 (helping in-
spire our son Alan to be elected America’s 
youngest state Attorney General in 2010). 

Last February 5th I was grateful to con-
gratulate him at the Capitol following his being 
presented the Medal of Freedom by President 
Donald Trump during his historic State of the 
Union address. The opinion show host was 
clearly humbled by this deserved recognition. 

It is so re-assuring that the Rush Limbaugh 
legacy will continue as excerpts from his 
broadcasts will remain on the air reinforcing 
how profound his love of America that are 
timeless. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NEW 
OXFORD MARCHING COLONIALS 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate the New Oxford High 
School Marching Colonials on their victory in 
the V-USBands Pennsylvania State Cham-
pionship. 

The New Oxford High School Marching Co-
lonials include 52 students in grades 9–12. A 
competitive band for many years, the band 
persevered through the challenges of the 
COVID–19 pandemic and competed in the vir-
tual V-USBands circuit. From their home sta-
dium in New Oxford, the band designed a 
new, original field show called ‘‘Together,’’ 
which is intended to convey a message of 
unity. 
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In addition to the state championship, the 

New Oxford Marching Colonials also earned 
special awards for High Music, High Visual, 
High Percussion, and High Colorguard. The 
band also competed in the V-USBands Na-
tional Championship, in which the students 
placed fourth and received a special award for 
Best Colorguard. 

I congratulate the dedicated members of the 
New Oxford Marching Colonials, their instruc-
tors, and families on this remarkable achieve-
ment, and I wish the students every continued 
success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN DIAZ 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. SWALWELL. Madam Speaker, along 
with Speaker of the House NANCY PELOSI and 
Representatives MARK DESAULNIER, ANNA G. 
ESHOO, JARED HUFFMAN, RO KHANNA, BAR-
BARA LEE, ZOE LOFGREN, JERRY MCNERNEY, 
JACKIE SPEIER, and MIKE THOMPSON, I rise to 
recognize California journalist John Diaz on 
the occasion of his retirement from the San 
Francisco Chronicle. 

John’s superb stewardship of the Chron-
icle’s editorial pages over the past 25 years 
has kept California readers talking and think-
ing about the most pressing issues facing the 
state. His own columns, exploring complex 
issues in ways that laypeople can easily un-
derstand and engage, have been a big part of 
that. 

John, a graduate of California’s Humboldt 
State University, started his career at the Red 
Bluff (CA) Daily News, where after two years 
he was promoted to the parent company’s 
Washington, D.C. bureau. He later reported 
for the Associated Press in Philadelphia and 
reported and edited for the Denver Post be-
fore starting at the Chronicle in 1990 as an as-
sistant city editor and becoming its editorial 
page editor in 1996. 

Both in maintaining the Chronicle’s editorial 
voice and in expressing his own opinions and 
analysis through his column, John unflinch-
ingly has delved into tough issues without re-
sorting either to oversimplification or to mean- 
spiritedness. His balanced presentation of 
facts is a credit to the Chronicle and to jour-
nalism at large, and a boon to his readers. 

The Bay Area political landscape has 
changed enormously on his watch, as has the 
region’s media landscape. Through it all, John 
has kept our communities well-informed and a 
well-informed populace is a necessary part of 
our democratic republic. 

We thank John for his many years of serv-
ice to our constituents, and we wish him the 
best in his next endeavors. 

f 

ST. DAVID’S DAY 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
note the upcoming celebration of St. David’s 
Day on March 1. The feast day of St. David, 

the patron saint of Wales, offers the oppor-
tunity to honor Welsh culture and heritage and 
note the links between Wales and the United 
States. 

The Welsh were among the early settlers 
who emigrated from the British Isles to North 
America, and they came with the same moti-
vations that brought many generations from all 
over the world to our shores, including the 
pursuit of religious liberty and the opportunity 
to create a better life for themselves and their 
descendants. The man remembered as the 
first Welsh settler, Howell Powell, arrived in 
Virginia from Brecon in 1642. After William 
Penn founded Pennsylvania in 1681, having 
considered naming it New Wales, a large 
group of Welsh Quakers settled in the colony. 

A century later, the Industrial Revolution 
brought a renewed wave of Welsh settlement 
to the United States. Immigrants from Wales 
farmed land, mined coal, made steel, and 
worked in a variety of other industries that 
powered U.S. economic ascendancy. 

We see the contributions of Wales to Amer-
ican history and culture in other ways, too. At 
least five signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence had a Welsh background, including 
its primary author Thomas Jefferson. At least 
eight of our presidents have similarly come 
from Welsh descent. 

The ties between Wales and the United 
States are not merely historic but remain vi-
brant today. Welsh companies conduct busi-
ness in the United States and keep Americans 
on their payrolls. As of 2019, the United 
States was the largest export market for 
Wales outside Europe. 

In the House of Representatives, I serve as 
Chairman of the Congressional Friends of 
Wales Caucus, devoted to celebrating and 
strengthening the ties between our two na-
tions. Each year I look forward to our St. Da-
vid’s Day reception on Capitol Hill, attended 
by members of the Welsh community in the 
United States, leading officials in the Welsh 
government, and Members of Congress. Un-
fortunately, the reception will not go on as 
usual this year, but I will nevertheless be 
wearing a daffodil on March 1 to mark the hol-
iday. 

The last words of St. David were said to be, 
‘‘Be joyful, keep the faith, and do the little 
things that you have heard and seen me do.’’ 
People of Welsh heritage have come to em-
body this message in their contributions to the 
United States and have not done only little 
things but great things as well. On this St. Da-
vid’s Day, as one of the millions of Americans 
with Welsh ancestry, I take pride in the ac-
complishments produced by the partnership 
between Wales and the United States and 
look forward to those to come. 

f 

NEW DEAL FOR NEW AMERICANS 
ACT 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, immigrants 
are an essential part of our nation. And our 
nation can only be made stronger if we assist 
the efforts of new Americans to integrate, con-
tribute to the growth of our economy, and be 
civically engaged. 

The United States is the nation that it is 
today because of immigrant contributions. In 
fact, I am proud to represent one of the most 
diverse congressional districts in the country, 
in Queens, New York; it is a place where im-
migrant communities have thrived for decades 
and decades. 

Madam Speaker, I am a proud daughter of 
immigrants. I know firsthand the difficulties my 
parents and grandparents encountered when 
they immigrated to the United States for a bet-
ter life for their children. This is not an uncom-
mon story. While the levels of hardships of 
new immigrants vary, there are common chal-
lenges—from language barriers to finding 
work. 

That is why, I am so proud to reintroduce 
the ‘‘New Deal for New Americans Act’’. I am 
honored and grateful to lead this bill with Sen-
ators MARKEY and HIRONO and Representa-
tives JAYAPAL and GARCÍA. The New Deal for 
New Americans Act would ensure a more in-
clusive and welcoming immigration system to 
help new Americans achieve their American 
Dream. Among many provisions, this bill 
would help immigrants overcome common 
challenges such as language barriers and em-
ployment attainment, and help start a business 
and break down barriers to naturalization. 

Specifically, the ‘‘New Deal for New Ameri-
cans Act’’ would: 

Establish a National Office of New Ameri-
cans in the Executive Office of the White 
House to promote and support immigrant and 
refugee integration and inclusion and coordi-
nate efforts of federal, state, and local govern-
ments to support social, economic, and civic 
integration of immigrants and refugees. 

Establish a Federal Initiative on New Ameri-
cans to coordinate federal response to ad-
dress issues that affect the lives of new immi-
grants and refugees and communities with 
growing immigrant and refugee populations. 

Create a Legal Services and Immigration 
Assistance Grant Program to support organi-
zations that provide direct immigration assist-
ance to those in need of immigration screen-
ing; know-your-rights education; assistance in 
applying for citizenship, lawful permanent resi-
dent status or other legal status (DACA, TPS, 
asylum, etc.); or seeking relief from a removal 
order. 

Create an English as a Gateway to Integra-
tion Program for organizations that teach 
English or help individuals prepare for natu-
ralization or earn a GED. 

Create a Workforce Development Grant 
Program to ensure that immigrant and refugee 
adults have equitable access to education and 
workforce programs that help equip them with 
occupational skills needed to secure or ad-
vance in employment. 

Reduce barriers for individuals to naturalize 
by establishing a flat application fee for natu-
ralization, amending the English and civics 
exam requirements for older individuals, and 
exempting eligible U.S. high school graduates 
from taking the naturalization exams. 

Limit USCIS’s ability to raise fees without 
Congress’ approval, plus require authorization 
of appropriations to cover USCIS’ need to op-
erate and adjudicate cases. 

Promote civic engagement through auto-
matic voter registration of newly naturalized in-
dividuals. 

Expand family integration by reducing the 
age of citizens who are able to petition eligible 
family members from 21 years old to 18 years 
old. 
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Increase Refugee Admissions level to 

125,000 per fiscal year. 
Provide social, economic, and civic support 

to refugees and rebuild the capacity and infra-
structure of local communities to welcome ref-
ugees. 

Amend the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(INA) to no longer allow deportation of an indi-
vidual deemed to have become a public 
charge. 

Madam Speaker, the rich tapestry of our na-
tion that is comprised of diverse cultures, lan-
guages, and experiences have always been 
America’s strength—and that is why improving 
our system to welcome new Americans will 
ensure our nation continues to thrive. This bi-
cameral legislation is a down payment for fu-
ture generations to succeed in the United 
States. I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation and join me in moving our diverse 
nation forward by helping new Americans. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MIKE 
TEDESCO 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate Mike Tedesco on his 
new role as President and CEO of Vision To-
gether 2025 in Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 

Vision Together 2025 is a volunteer-based 
organization that works to improve life in the 
Greater Johnstown region by laying a ground-
work for better educational and economic op-
portunities. Vision Together 2025 already is 
making great strides in its mission, and I am 
confident that Mike will continue this work for 
the community. 

Mike holds a degree from the University of 
Idaho and a master’s degree in Urban & Re-
gional Planning from the University of Kansas. 
An expert in urban planning, Mike was most 
recently the Executive Director of the Spokane 
Tribe of Indians in Spokane, Washington. He 
also previously served as Executive Director 
of the Pueblo Urban Renewal Authority. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th Congres-
sional District, it is my privilege to welcome 
Mike Tedesco to Johnstown and wish him 
success in his new role. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF W. 
EUGENE BURRELL 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of a community leader and 
friend, W. Eugene Burrell of Fannett, Texas, 
who passed away on Wednesday, December 
30, 2020, at the age of 86. Eugene was a life-
long cattle rancher, rice farmer, and civic lead-
er in Southeast Texas. He had the respect of 
all who knew him. 

Eugene was born on October 27, 1934, in 
Beaumont, Texas, to Louise DeVillier Burrell 
and Walter Jordan Burrell. He began farming 
rice at the age of 18 and worked in that role 
until the age of 21, when he decided to serve 

his country in the United States Army. After 
serving in the Army from 1955 to 1957, where 
he was stationed overseas in Germany, Eu-
gene returned home and continued rice farm-
ing—an occupation that would unknowingly 
last for 52 years. Apart from growing rice, he 
was also a dedicated cattle rancher for more 
than 70 years. Eugene served as a board 
member on numerous industry and community 
boards, such as: the American Rice Incor-
porate Board in Houston, the American Rice 
Growers Board in Cheek, Texas, the Coastal 
Cattlemen’s Association Board, the Equali-
zation Board for the Jefferson County Ap-
praisal District, the West Jefferson Municipal 
Water District, and the Texas Rice Festival, 
where he volunteered with his wife, Sandra. In 
1999, Eugene was named the Texas Rice 
Festival Farmer of the Year and subsequently 
its Pioneer Farmer of the Year in 2017. His 
steadfast faith was always important to him. In 
fact, he served as a member of St. Mary’s 
Fannett Knights of Columbus organization. 

In addition to ‘‘Eugene,’’ his friends and 
family lovingly referred to him as ‘‘Dad,’’ 
‘‘Pawpaw,’’ ‘‘Boogie,’’ and ‘‘Fred’’. Supporting 
his children, and later his grandchildren, by at-
tending their sporting events and various com-
petitions over the years was always a top pri-
ority to him. Eugene is survived by his wife of 
63 years, Sandra Ray Burrell; daughters, 
Karen Burrell Reneau and her husband, Char-
lie, and Kelly Burrell Alton and her husband, 
Randy; son, Troy Eugene Burrell and his wife, 
Shelly; grandchildren, Landon Reneau and his 
wife, Hillary, William Reneau and his wife, 
Amanda, Lane Stuart, Reid Alton, Mary Alton, 
Abby Alton, Cody Burrell, and Cameron Burrell 
and his wife, Lauren; great-grandchildren, Eli 
Reneau, Ella Reneau, and Bryar Burrell and 
numerous nieces and nephews. He is pre-
ceded in death by his parents, Louise and 
Walter Burrell, and brother, James ‘‘Jack’’ 
Burrell. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to honor my 
friend W. Eugene Burrell for his many years of 
faithful service to his community. My thoughts 
and prayers remain with his family and friends 
during this difficult time. 

f 

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
AND SERVICE OF CAPT. (RET) 
JAMES MICHAEL KUZMA 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart and solemn remembrance that I 
rise to pay tribute to a great man and my long-
time friend, Capt. (Ret) James Michael 
Kuzma. Jim passed away unexpectedly on Fri-
day, February 5, 2021, just three days shy of 
his 60th birthday. 

Jim was born February 8, 1961 in Steuben-
ville, Ohio. He earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Mechanical Engineering from the 
U.S. Naval Academy, a Master of Science in 
Engineering Management from the Catholic 
University of America, and a Master of 
Science in National Resource Strategy from 
the Industrial College of the Armed Forces 
(ICAF). 

Jim served 28 years with the U.S. Navy be-
fore ‘‘retiring’’ to Cocoa Beach in 2011. I say 

‘‘retiring’’ in quotations because anyone who 
knew Jim knew that it was nearly unthinkable 
for him to rest. He was always thinking of cre-
ative ways to solve challenges. For the last 
decade, Jim served as Space Florida’s Senior 
Vice President and General Manager of the 
Cape Canaveral Spaceport, working to cement 
the state’s position as a world leader in aero-
space. 

Recruited to Space Florida to strengthen 
and grow its operational support for the com-
mercial space industry at Cape Canaveral 
Spaceport, Jim embraced the mission and ex-
celled at finding ways to respond to industry’s 
needs. He led efforts to secure Federal Avia-
tion Administration spaceport operating li-
censes for both the former Shuttle Landing 
Facility (SLF) and other former Government 
sites on Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. 
Jim spearheaded the transfer of the SLF to 
Space Florida’s management and operation, 
and he was instrumental in attracting Blue Ori-
gin to base its orbital program in Florida. For 
the past two years, he worked tirelessly to en-
sure a solution for replacing NASA’s 1964 In-
dian River Bridge that would meet the space-
port’s needs far into the future. These were 
only a few examples Jim’s accomplishments 
to further America’s space program in positive 
ways. 

Jim visited my office frequently in Wash-
ington, advocating for the commercial space 
industry, offering creative solutions to prob-
lems, and urging needed regulatory reform to 
ensure America’s leadership in space. He 
served on the Board of the Commercial 
Spaceflight Federation, and more recently on 
the CSF Executive Committee. 

Jim began his Naval service on the USS 
Jacksonville SSN 699. He went on to Naval 
Sea Systems Command, serving during 1988 
through 90 as a Fleet Liaison and Systems 
Test Director for various submarine Combat 
and Weapons System Program Offices. He 
served as Engineering Officer on the USS 
Newport News SSN 750 from 1991 to 1994. In 
1994, he was assigned to the Commander in 
Chief, U.S. Atlantic Fleet (CINCLANTFLT) Nu-
clear Propulsion Examining Board. He served 
as the Executive Officer on USS Atlanta SSN 
712 from October 1996 to July 1998 before re-
porting to Submarine Warfare Division of the 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations 
(OPNAV) staffer where he served as Sub-
marine Combat Systems Requirements Offi-
cer. Following that, he served as the Com-
manding Officer of the USS Boise 764 from 
March 2001 until October 2003. He then be-
came Deputy Director for Operations on the 
staff of the Commander, Naval Submarine 
Forces from 2003 to 2005. From October 
2005 to August 2007, Captain Kuzma served 
as Special Activities Division Chief on Stra-
tegic Command’s Joint Functional Component 
Command for Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance staff before attending the In-
dustrial College of the Armed Forces (ICAF) 
from August 2007 to June 2008. He rounded 
off his impressive Naval career as the Com-
manding Officer of the Naval Ordnance Test 
Unit in Cape Canaveral (2008–2011). 

Captain Kuzma’s personal decorations in-
clude the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal, two Meri-
torious Service Medals, six Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medals and four Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement Medals. Yet, 
he never spoke about them. Jim was indeed 
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passionate about his work, but his greatest joy 
in life was his family. Anyone who spent time 
around Jim instantly knew that he was a fam-
ily man; he delighted in attending concerts and 
visiting theme parks with his family, especially 
his grandchildren. He is survived by Karen, his 
wife of 36 years, their four children, James Mi-
chael II (Andrea Pinzon-Garcia), William Jor-
dan (Patricia Kuzma), Lauren Rose (Aaron 
Possinger) and Candace Marie and five 
grandchildren, Ariana, Lillian, Camilo, Ade-
laide, and Maverick. He is also survived by his 
mother, Catherine Kuzma, and mother-in-law, 
Candace Jordan. He is also survived by innu-
merable friends and colleagues, who all miss 
him dearly. 

On a personal note, I am proud to have 
called Jim my friend for many years. Jim 
served on my selection board for the U.S. 
Naval Academy. He believed in the impor-
tance of serving our nation and was a strong 
supporter of our brave men and women in 
military uniform as well as our military vet-
erans. Jim was proud of our nation’s space 
program, worked tirelessly to promote Amer-
ica’s mission in Space along with our commer-
cial space endeavors, and was champion for 
local businesses in Brevard County, Florida. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in saluting Captain James Kuzma for a 
lifetime of service to the United States and his 
fellow citizens. I would also like to ask my col-
leagues in the House to join us in extending 
our deepest sympathies to Jim’s family, 
friends, colleagues, and loved ones during this 
difficult time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
GOLDSTEIN 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. SWALWELL. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Dr. William ‘‘Bill’’ Goldstein on the 
occasion of his upcoming retirement as Direc-
tor of Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
(LLNL) and President of Lawrence Livermore 
National Security, LLC on March 1, 2021. 

Before landing at LLNL, Bill received a 
bachelor’s degree in physics from Swarthmore 
College in Pennsylvania, a doctorate in theo-
retical physics from Columbia University in 
New York, and was a postdoctoral research 
associate with the Theoretical Physics Group 
at the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center. His 
first assignment at LLNL was in the Physics 
Directorate, where his portfolio included di-
verse national security and science programs. 
This positioned him well to take on super-
visory and senior management roles, such as 
Associate Director of Physical and Life 
Sciences, then Deputy Director for Science 
and Technology, where he was tasked with 
leading the strategic deployment of LLNL’s 
science and technology capabilities. He con-
tinued to impress and was named LLNL’s 12th 
director and LLNS’ 3rd president on March 31, 
2014. 

Under Bill’s leadership during the past 
seven years, LLNL’s budget and workforce 
have grown by 50 percent and 25 percent re-
spectively. In fact, in 2020, LLNL was listed in 
the top ten of GlassDoor’s 100 best large 
places to work in the United States. All of this 

occurred despite ever-increasing competition 
for talent from nearby Silicon Valley. 

LLNL has experienced significant growth in 
all programs and operations with Bill at the 
helm. He has prepared it and its personnel to 
lead a new era of nuclear stockpile steward-
ship, ensuring that our nuclear weapons are 
responsibly maintained and keeping the 
United States at the forefront of innovation. 
Much of this is made possible by Sierra, a 
new class of supercomputer brought into the 
field in the last few years. Bill’s holistic and 
multi-jurisdictional thinking continues to enable 
growth and flexibility throughout LLNL oper-
ations and our national security. 

Most recently, Bill not only helped his LLNL 
team navigate the new workforce realities 
brought about by the COVID–19 pandemic, 
but he and his management team also did 
their part to make significant contributions to 
the fight against the disease, fabricating emer-
gency ventilators, using 3D printing to fab-
ricate nasal swabs, and providing predicted 
structures of a key COVID–19 viral protein to 
help accelerate the development of potential 
medical treatments for the disease. 

As if all that was not enough, Bill has au-
thored or co-authored more than 70 papers on 
a variety of topics while a fellow of the Amer-
ican Physical Society and the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Science. 

I thank Bill for his nearly four decades of 
service. Enjoy a well-earned retirement, and 
we wish him all the best while he spends 
more time with his wife, Kathy, and twin 
daughters, Emma and Sarah. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LESLIE 
KELLY 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to recognize Leslie Kelly of Altoona, 
Pennsylvania for her work as founder of Serv-
ice Paws of Central Pennsylvania. 

Leslie Kelly understands firsthand the bar-
riers that family can face when purchasing a 
service dog, which can cost between $4,000 
and $35,000. To help families with this costly 
process, Leslie founded Service Paws of Cen-
tral Pennsylvania. Last year, her organization 
was able to assist several people in need of 
a service dog. 

Service Paws of Central Pennsylvania now 
serves 14 of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties. As 
an all-volunteer organization, Service Paws of 
Central Pennsylvania is able to use its re-
sources to directly place service dogs with in-
dividuals and families in need. 

Leslie is an incredible and servant-hearted 
leader in Blair County and across our Com-
monwealth. On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th 
Congressional District, I thank Leslie Kelly for 
her work to improve the lives of Pennsylva-
nians and wish her continued success in this 
mission. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 

meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
February 25, 2021 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MARCH 2 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine global secu-
rity challenges and strategy. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Gary Gensler, of Maryland, to 
be a Member of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, and Rohit Chopra, 
of the District of Columbia, to be Di-
rector, Bureau of Consumer Financial 
Protection. 

WEBEX 
11 a.m. 

Committee on the Budget 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Shalanda D. Young, of Lou-
isiana, to be Deputy Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget. 

SD–608 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the Govern-
ment Accountability Office’s 2021 High 
Risk List, focusing on addressing 
waste, fraud, and abuse. 

SD–342 

MARCH 3 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Polly Ellen Trottenberg, of New 
York, to be Deputy Secretary of Trans-
portation. 

SR–253 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Brenda Mallory, of Maryland, 
to be a Member of the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality, and Janet Garvin 
McCabe, of Indiana, to be Deputy Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. 

SD–562 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine pending 
nominations. 

SD–106/VTC 
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